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" Would you please tell Mrs. Herbert," wrote
the Queen to Sidney Herbert, on the 6th of
December, " that I beg she would let me see fre-
quently the accounts from Miss Nightingale or
Mrs. Bracebridge, as I hear no details ofihe wounded,
though I see so many from the officers, etc,, about
the battlefieldj and naturally the former must
interest me more than any one.
" Let Mrs. Herbert also know that I wish Miss
Nightingale and the ladies would tell these poor,
noble wounded and sick men that no one takes a
warmer interest or feels more for their sufferings
or admires their courage and heroism more thaii
their Queen. Day and night she thinks of her
beloved troops- So does the Prince*
" Beg Mrs. Herbert to communicate these my
words to those ladies, as I know that our sympathy
is much valued by these noble fellows.
"VICTORIA."
The letter was sent to Florence and read to the
sick and wounded in the Scutari hospitals* Copies
were posted up in the wards, and the expression
of the Queen's interest affected the soldiers
deeply- That the ruler should show such fed-
ing for them seemed to the men far more
than they deserved, and the hospitals rang with
cheers when the chaplain read the sovereign's
words.
Not only did the letter from the Queen
strengthen Florence's position at home, but it
helped her in the East, The